CHAPTER II
HIS   EARLY  YEARS
COLONEL BECK WAS blessed with an exceptionally
happy childhood. He had none of those unpleasant
memories the repression of which constitutes an evil
Influence in many a life. So it was that when In after
years the successful Foreign Secretary paid an official
visit to Latvia, he found time to make a special trip to
the seaside resort of Melugi to visit the old home and
beach where he had spent many happy days with his
parents.
His father and mother came from Central Poland and
thus his earliest days were spent under the constraint of
that unintelligent despotism which characterized the
Empire of the Tsars. The father graduated in law at
Warsaw University with a view to becoming an attorney
and thus was entering a profession which, in other lands,
would have subjected him to strictly conservative
influences. In Poland, however, at that time It was
otherwise. Whether attorney or not, the Pole was
bound by the mere fact of his frequenting places where
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